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Ch-Ch-Ch-Ch-Changes!
By Joe Murphy

IN THIS ISSUE

DIRECTOR'S NOTE

We had a lot of changes in Edwards House this fall.
The Registrar’s and Dean of Advising’s Offices have
moved to Chalmers Library. This gives us a sizable
“workshop room” downstairs, which in the fall was
home to writing groups, book and journal clubs, and
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class instruction sessions. The rest of the first floor is

WHAT WORKS? 2022

also available to serve as a meeting or lounge space.

CONFERENCE

On the second floor, we’re happy to welcome our
colleagues in the Office of Sponsored Faculty Projects

CIP LIFEHACK

as neighbors. We think there will be great partnerships
ahead, as we work together with faculty on developing
ideas for great teaching and learning, finding
resources for them, and implementing our plans.
We’re looking forward to having an open house
sometime this spring, when weather and progress
fighting COVID allows. In the meantime, these spaces

KENYON @ THE LILLY
CONFERENCE
A LOOK BACK ON OUR
RECENT PROGRAMS

are available for your use, consistent with the campus
COVID activity levels.

PAISLEY REKDAL RECAP
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Spring Tech Tuesday Lineup
Join us this fall for our Tech Tuesday learning series,
designed as an introduction to a variety of tools to aid
in your teaching, scholarship, or classroom projects.
Sign up for sessions here.
Feb 1 - Using Google Sites for Projects
Feb 8 - Audio Editing with Audacity
Feb 15 - Easy Video Editing with WeVideo
Feb 22 - What's New with Zoom?
March 1 - Digital Notetaking Tools
March 22 - Tips and Tricks for Improving Presentations
March 29 - So, You're Considering a Digital Project?
April 5 - ArcGIS Online
April 12 - Introduction to Google Classroom

Make feedback from students a part of your
course planning
As you set your schedule for the semester, consider
reserving half a class for gathering mid-semester
feedback. In the Group Instructional Feedback
Technique (GIFT) session, a representative of the CIP
will facilitate a structured group discussion with
students during class time. For 20-30 minutes, the
students will offer their own perspectives on the course
and work together to identify the most significant
points. The CIP will then return a summary of the
students’ responses to you so you can debrief with your
students. Taking a mid-semester perspective on your
course offers significant benefits over waiting for endof-semester course evaluations. It's feedback you can
use while the course is ongoing - whether that means
making changes to the course or helping students understand your teaching choices better. The
GIFT session is also structured to remind students of their own role as learners in a course and
give them a chance to consider changes they might make in their own habits.

If you're interested in scheduling a GIFT session for your course, please use our online form or
contact us at cip@kenyon.edu.
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CIP Strategic Planning Gets Underway

The CIP is refreshing its strategic plan this year. Even in the face of the changes of the last two
years, our 2019 plan has been a valuable tool for setting the context of our work. We look forward
to t his opportunity to reflect on the CIP's activities and ensure that our stated priorities are in tune
with our faculty’s current needs and the College’s 2021 plan, Foundations for Kenyon’s Third
Century. Our process involves reviewing our old plan and our activities for the last three years,
looking for opportunities and needs in documents like the College strategic plan and the COACHE
survey of faculty, integrating research from outside Kenyon, and of course talking to our
colleagues on campus.

We will host four listening sessions to get input on the CIP, on February 1st and 2nd for pre-tenure
and visiting faculty, and February 9th and 10th for tenured faculty. RSVP at
https://forms.gle/LkrsJAZZQZckFbaU9.

These listening sessions were the most valuable part of our 2019 process and we still refer to some
specific quotes from them. We look forward to another set of rich, constructive conversations and
hope you can join us. If you can’t, please feel free to get in touch with any member of the CIP to
have a conversation or send your thoughts by email.

The CIP’s strategic plan lives at https://www.kenyon.edu/offices-and-services/center-forinnovative-pedagogy/about-the-cip/stategic-plan/
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AND JOIN US FOR...
Jan. 20 - Conflicts, Contradicitions, and Confluences of
Access: From Retrofitting to Universal Design
Jay Dolmage, Professor and Associate Chair of the
Undergraduate Communication Outcome Initiative
(UCOI) at the University of Waterloo, will give a
virtual talk on universal design on January 20th at
4:10 PM. Dr. Dolmage’s book Academic Ableism argues
that disability is central to higher education, and that
building more inclusive schools allows better education
for all.

This event is hosted by Student Accessibility and
Support Services; CIP is proud to be a co-sponsor
along with the Departments of English, History, Art
History, and Psychology, and the Office of the
Provost.

Feb. 2 - Universities on Fire: Higher
Education in the Age of Climate Crisis
Bryan Alexander will be returning to Kenyon on February 2nd, to
speak about his upcoming book, Universities on Fire. Dr.
Alexander is an award–winning, internationally known futurist,
researcher, writer, speaker, consultant, and teacher, working in
the field of higher education’s future. His book Academia Next,
which sets out a set of frameworks for thinking about the
different forces acting on higher education, won a 2020 Most
Significant Futures Work award from the Association of
Professional Futurists. In Universities on Fire, Bryan looks at a
single factor which will reshape colleges and universities - the
likely implications of anthropogenic climate change.

This event will be virtual. Bryan will also be meeting with
classes and small groups of students and faculty. Please
contact Joe Murphy if you’d be interested in participating.

SPRING 2022

VOL. 2

2022 What Works Conference
June 1-3, 2022

The CIP is pleased to announce the theme for our 2022 conference, “What Works in Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion: Innovative and Inclusive Pedagogy for Teaching and Learning Together”.
This will be a free, online event, on June 1-3, 2022.

How do we create learning spaces where all students have equitable support to succeed? This
conference is an opportunity for faculty and support professionals to share their experiences
innovating for diversity, equity and inclusion.

Our Call for Proposals is currently open, at https://www.kenyon.edu/offices-and-services/centerfor-innovative-pedagogy/events/what-works/what-works-2022/. We are offering three session
formats this year: 20-minute presentations by single presenters or small teams, 1-hour multispeaker panels and 2-hour hands on workshops (to be delivered on June 1, the first day of the
conference). Proposals are due Tuesday, March 1, 2022. Proposals submitted after this date may
still be considered. Presenters will be notified by March 30 of their acceptance status.

Recorded sessions from our previous conferences are available at
https://digital.kenyon.edu/whatworks

The What Works conference is sponsored by Kenyon College, Ohio Wesleyan University and a
Collaborative Grant from The Five Colleges of Ohio.
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CIP Lifehack to get you through Spring 2022
By Eric Holdener
Remember walking with a colleague to the Cafe to get a cup of coffee (and maybe a treat) and
spending time with that other person? Talking? Sitting in a booth? Without masks? Well, the
CIP cannot bring those carefree days of yore back, but we can get you to something close to those
times.
With the move of the Registrar to Chalmers Library, the
whole first floor of Edwards House is available as faculty
development space. Did you know that walking distance
from the Cafe to Edwards House is a mere 50 feet?

The CIP is looking forward to better times when we can
once more host events such as in-person workshops on
“new” pedagogical techniques, panel discussions on the
classroom successes of our faculty colleagues, and Tech
Tuesdays that do not involve Google Meet at all. But until
those better times are reality, you are still welcome to take
advantage of the CIP. Bring a friend to the Cafe and buy
your coffee to go , then come over to the CIP and enjoy
your beverages and talk to your friend about pedagogy, or your research, or your book project, or
whatever. If you practice Kenyon COVID protocols while you are there, then Edwards House is like
any other building on campus.
There is a limit to how many of you can join us at any one
time, of course, but there is room for a fair number of you.
Our doors are usually open around 8:00 a.m. everyday, and
we do have a few writing groups scheduled for the spring.
If you drop in during one of those times, you may have to
keep your voices down.

The CIP is also available if you’d like to schedule a meeting
for a study group or other faculty discussion. Contact Joe
Murphy, director of the CIP, to talk about using the space.

Bottom line: the CIP invites you in for safe, collegial,
discussions of pedagogical matters (or whatever).
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2021 Fall Reading Groups
By: Joe Murphy
The CIP continued to support vibrant faculty
discussion around important texts in multiple

2021 Fall Writing Groups

reading groups this fall.

By Eric Holdener
Once again the CIP hosted a series of Faculty

The Inclusive Pedagogy Lunch met three times

Writing Group sessions during the fall 2021

in the fall. Our first two discussions were

semester. We set aside six time periods for the

online, and featured rich discussions about

sessions, and, in August, we invited any and all

microaggressions in the classroom and about

interested faculty members to sign up for as

Title IX practices as an equity issue. For our

many sessions as they felt they could handle.

third meeting, Kenyon folks met primarily in

Participation could be either virtual, with folks

person but we were pleased to be able to bring

joining us via Google Meet, or in-person, with

in Lee Skallerup Bessette to discuss her article

folks actually trekking up to Edwards House,

“Designing for the New Normal.” Thanks to Dr.

coming inside, and spreading out their writing

Bessette for making time to join us.

accoutrements on one of the four tables in our
new workshop room! Actual participation style

CIP also provided the administrative support

tended to change throughout the semester,

for the Natural Sciences Faculty Reading

offering increased flexibility and consistent

Group. They met four times in the fall semester

participation.

to discuss articles in the science of teaching
and learning. Thanks to Karen Hicks, Sarah

Thirty faculty members responded to our

Petersen, Aaron Reinhard, and Kerry Rouhier

invitation, with several of these folks signing up

for being the faculty members who coordinate

for multiple sessions such that 51 slots were

the group, the College’s HHMI Inclusive

filled, spread out fairly evenly among the six

Excellence grant, which paid for lunch for the

sessions. The Tuesday at noon session was our

meetings, and the weather, which allowed us to

busiest, with 11 faculty members signing up, and

meet face-to-face outside in the Science Quad.

the Wednesday at noon session was our least
busy with five. We calculate that Fall 2021

The HHMI Grant also sponsors a summer

writing groups helped faculty protect over 1,000

workshop, called the Kenyon Equity Institute.

hours for writing throughout the 14 weeks of the

KEI participants were keen to keep meeting and

fall semester!

learning together, so this fall saw the first KEI
Book Club. Facilitated by John Hofferberth, Joe

A small group of faculty could not find a suitable

Murphy, and Patricia Richards, the group read

session from among the six we set aside

Daniel Coyle’s The Culture Code and met three

originally and formed a 7th group on their own.

times to discuss the book and practice some of

For Spring 2022, that session has now become a

the strategies for careful conversation which

part of the regular schedule of offerings and we

they learned in the KEI. The CIP was pleased to

look forward to another productive semester for

host these meetings in Edwards House.

our writers.
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Kenyon Goes to the Lilly Conference
The Lilly Conference on College Teaching at
Miami University returned to in-person
format in November 2021. For forty years,
teacher-scholars from across the U.S. and
internationally have gathered at Lilly the
weekend before Thanksgiving to share
innovative pedagogies and discuss questions,
challenges, and insights about teaching and
learning. As has been our practice since
2013, the CIP funded five faculty members’
attendance at the conference. This was a
valuable opportunity to gather new ideas,
and make connections with each other and colleagues from outside Kenyon.

The CIP staff presented two sessions at the conference. Alex Alderman, Instructional Designer at
the CIP, presented “Restructuring Mid-Semester Assessments for New Learning Environments: A
Pandemic Case Study,” in which he discussed our mid-semester feedback GIFT program, how we
adapted it for socially-distanced classes, and how it fits the way small colleges think about teaching
and learning. Joe Murphy, Director of the CIP, presented “Virtually Connecting at Lilly,” a
“fishbowl”-style demonstration session of the Virtually Connecting model for facilitating
community discussions between conference attendees and interested colleagues who cannot
physically attend an event.

Tech Tool Spotlight: Jamboard
Looking for an interactive whiteboard that
integrates with all of the tools you're likely already
using? Meet Jamboard, an interactive and
collaborative canvas that works on mobile or web
browsers and integrates directly into Google Meet.
Jamboard allows you to "drop images, add notes,
and pull assets directly from the web while
collaborating with team members from anywhere.
Click here for more information about starting a
Jamboard in a Google Meet Video Call.
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Paisley Rekdal Visits Kenyon College
By: Keija Parssinen, Assistant Professor of English, Creative Writing

In October, Kenyon virtually welcomed the poet and creative writing professor Paisley Rekdal for two
workshops on appropriation and writing: a pedagogy-focused class for faculty members, and a
creative writing-centered workshop for students. In these workshops, Rekdal had participants
examine the debate between appropriation and imagination, exploring the ethical stakes that students
risk when writing from the position of a person unlike ourselves through questions such as How do
we properly define cultural appropriation, and is it always wrong? If we can write in the voice of
another, should we? And if so, what questions do we need to consider first? The conversation-based
workshops helped faculty learn how to lead a respectful writing workshop that encourages students to
explore, while also providing students and faculty alike with the tools to talk about when, and why, a
particular piece of writing moves from cultural approximation to cultural appropriation. Paisley
Rekdal is the author of a book of essays, The Night My Mother Met Bruce Lee; a hybrid-genre phototext entitled Intimate; and six books of poetry; A Crash of Rhinos; Six Girls Without Pants; The
Invention of the Kaleidoscope; Animal Eye,winner of the UNT Rilke Prize; Imaginary Vessels, which
was a finalist for the 2018 Kingsley Tufts Prize, and Nightingale. Her book, The Broken Country,
won the 2016 AWP Nonfiction Prize, and her newest work of nonfiction, Appropriate: A Provocation,
was published by W.W. Norton in 2021.

This event was sponsored by the English Department, the Richard L. Thomas Chair, the Center for
Innovative Pedagogy, and the College’s Anti-Racism Fund.

